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DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND COMMUNITIES —  
JENNIFER MATHEWS — APPOINTMENT 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Local Government) [12.03 pm]: I am pleased to inform 
the house that following the approval of the Governor in Executive Council, Ms Jennifer Mathews has been 
appointed the director general of the Department of Local Government and Communities. Her term is effective 
until 30 March 2018. Ms Mathews was formerly the director general of the Department of Local Government. 
Members may remember that last year we merged that department with the Department of Communities. That 
makes sense when local governments have such a big role to play in their local communities. Ms Mathews has 
been acting in the role of director general since 1 July last year. Her appointment comes at a time when we are 
reshaping the local government sector in metropolitan Perth, helping a growing number of seniors in 
Western Australia, and providing support to young people, parents, families and volunteers. 

This new agency reflects the importance the Liberal–National government places on local decision-making and 
stronger partnerships to achieve better community outcomes. We want to encourage collaboration between 
government agencies, not-for-profit organisations and local governments in the delivery of services at a local 
level. Ms Mathews has taken the opportunity to restructure the department to ensure it can achieve its priorities 
in making a difference for local communities. This includes progressing the government’s reform agenda as well 
as implementing the new integrated planning and reporting framework for local government. 

Ms Mathews brings a wealth of experience to the role. She has a legal background and has worked as a lawyer 
and trade law consultant in Melbourne and Jakarta. She served with the commonwealth government for more 
than 25 years. This included roles as state manager of the Australian Trade Commission and state director of the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Western Australia. She also held a number of senior management 
and policy positions with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra and overseas. I thank 
Ms Mathews for her ongoing contribution to the Western Australian public sector and wish her every success in 
her confirmed position. 
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